THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
on all other subjects, knows more than he does
himself and may presently arise to his confusion.
On many points the House of Commons is
often unfairly and foolishly attacked ; but there
is one sphere in which for decades it has lost its
use.   There is an old phrase, " Grievance before
supply," and this has come to mean in practice
that, while grievances are amply ventilated,
supply is hardly discussed at all.    For twenty
or more days in the session enormous sums are
submitted to the House, but the discussion that
follows does not turn upon the sums themselves,
but on some alleged mistakes or defaults of the
department that submits them.   Then the sums
are voted and spent without any real parlia-
mentary check ; indeed, probably in the course
of the debate suggestions will have been pressed
on the Government which would involve pro-
digious fresh expense.   For many years past the
House of Commons has been a grossly extra-
vagant body, and far more prodigal than the
contemporary Governments.   For every finan-
cial concession made to any class, description, or
interest there is instant pressure to extend it,
without the slightest regard at the moment for
the taxation that will certainly be involved.
It is true that there is an ancient and salutary rule
that no grant can be increased save on a resolu-
tion by a Minister of the Crown ; but there are
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